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EU Relocation Scheme: 1.211 asylum seekers were 
relocated from Greece to other EU Member states  
 
During April 2017, IOM Greece has helped 1.211 asylum seekers 
relocate safely from Greece to other EU member states. 394 were 
relocated to Germany, 244 to France and 88 to Portugal.  
Read on 
 

 
“Prevent, Identify and Address Trafficking and 
Trafficking in Human Beings and Sexual and 
Gender Violence” Training Seminar in Ioannina 
organized by IOM Greece. The project 
“Emergency support to assist most vulnerable mi
grants stranded in Greece” is funded by the 
Directorate General “Migration and Home Affairs” 
of the EC, AMIF. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Visit of IOM Greece in Georgia in the framework of 
"The implementation of Assisted Voluntary 
Returns including reintegration measures". IOM 
Greece Chief of Mission, Daniel Esdras meets Zaza 
Pantsulaia, Director of Migration Unit and Ilyana 
Derilova, IOM Georgia Chief of Mission.  
Learn more about the programme. 
 
 
 
 
 

448 third country nationals returned to their home 
country with safety and dignity 

 
 
During the reporting period, IOM Greece assisted 448 third country 
nationals to return to their home country. Amongst them, 124 were 
from Pakistan, 99 from Algeria and 61 from Iraq and Georgia. 
Read on 

 
 

https://greece.iom.int/en/eu-relocation-programme
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Reintegration Assistance: IOM conducted 127 
interviews  

 

 
 
 
 

Migrants and refugees from Aetopetra and 
Refanidi Hotels in Serres have been moved into the 
Accommodation Centre of Kavala, which was fully 
renovated by IOM Greece with funding from 
the European Commission - Civil Protection & 
Humanitarian Aid Operations - ECHO. Read more 
about Emergency Operations Unit activities. 
 
 

 
IOM Greece Protection Team organized 
recreational activities for all the children currently 
accommodated in Dimitra Palace in Mouries, 
Kilkis, under The 
project.“Emergency support to assist most vulne
rable migrants stranded in Greece” is funded by 
the Directorate General “Migration and Home 
Affairs” of the EC, AMIF. 
 
 

Migrants Story 

 
  #MigrantRefugeePhotoStory #iamamigrant 

 “I cannot describe what relocating to France feels 
like. We are so happy, we’ll start again, we’ ll find 
stability. Our life will be just like before the war, or 
even better. I’m certain that a new life awaits, the 
children will go to school, which is the most 
important thing for them. I don’t know where we’ll 
settle yet, but I dream of living in Nice, what a 
beautiful city!  Read their story 

 

 

During the reporting period, IOM approved 178 reintegration plans for 
beneficiaries who have already returned to their country of origin, 
while 127 interviews were conducted with potential beneficiaries. 
Read on 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre – departure orientation workshop 

 
 
IOM Greece organized a pre – departure orientation workshop in the 
framework of EU – Relocation programme.  
Read on  
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Visit of Co-chair of the Greens-European Free 
Alliance group 

 
 
Co-chair of the Greens-European Free Alliance group in the European 
Parliament, Ska Keller and Green MEP, Judith Sargentini visited the 
Accommodation Centres for migrants and refugees in Ritsona and 
Thiva, accompanied by the Greek Minister of Migration Policy Ioannis 
Mouzalas and IOM’s Regional Response Coordinator, Rocco Gianluca. 
IOM is improving the living conditions & quality of accommodation for 
migrants and refugees stranded in Greece with the support of 
European Commission - Civil Protection & Humanitarian Aid 
Operations – ECHO. Read on  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“I only want to take Mino home with me. I couldn’t 
leave him behind after all that we’ve been through 
together. I am not returning to Pakistan without him. 
I’ve told my children that I am bringing Mino with me 
and they are so excited! I can’t wait to return to 
Pakistan and build him a new dog house”. 
Read  their story 
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