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THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ASSISTED VOLUNTARY RETURNS INCLUNDING REINTEGRATION MEASURES
(AVRR)

June 2016—October 2018

IOM Greece through the AVRR programme provides reintegration assistance to project beneficiaries who return to their
countries of origin, contributing to Greece’s comprehensive management of migration through facilitating the safe and dignified
return of third-country nationals to their countries of origin.

Reintegration is a fundamental aspect of the return process and contributes to the sustainability of returns for all parties —
migrants, the host countries and origin countries. According to IOM’s definition, reintegration can be defined as the re-inclusion
or re-incorporation of a person into a group or process, for example, of a migrant into the society of his or her country of
origin or habitual residence. Reintegration is thus a process that enables the returnee to participate again in the social, cultural,
economic and political life of his or her country of origin. Beneficiaries of AVRR are informed by specialized personnel and
cultural mediators, in order to follow personalized reintegration plans, based on their needs. AVRR programs are implemented
in cooperation with |IOM offices, located in origin countries and benefit the returnees, the local societies and the reception

countries.
Moldova Ukraine
5 . 4
Kosovo  Serbia
| |
Afghanistan
Tunisia 12
Morocco 14 Lebanon
P I ‘ 15 Nleépal
Jordan  Iraq Pakistan o
Egypt Philippines
Senegal gzygp 5 402 1520 Bangladesh 4
2 a 143 T
24 )
Nigeria Ethiopia Sri Lanka — §
7 3 | - "o %‘
Kenya — - .
3 Indonesia
|
Zimbabwe ‘.
Argentina !

BENEFICIARIES RECEIVED REINTEGRATION ASSISTANCE IN KIND

BENEFICIARIES RECEIVED REINTEGRATION ASSISTANCE IN CASH

in COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN



https://greece.iom.int/en
https://www.facebook.com/IOMGreece/
https://twitter.com/IOMGREECE
https://www.instagram.com/iomgreece/
https://www.youtube.com/user/iomgreece/

From [** June 2016 to 31* October 2018, 3,633 beneficiaries originated from 29 different countries have been assisted with
reintegration assistance. Among them, 3,010 have received reintegration assistance in kind and 623 returnees have been
provided with an additional reintegration package that was given in cash, under a 6-month pilot scheme in 2017.
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In October 2018, 185 returnees (159 men and 26 women) were benefited from reintegration assistance in kind. The vast

majority of them were nationals of Iraq, Pakistan and Georgia.
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With individual reintegration support, tailored packages have promoted the returnees’ economic self-sufficiency and reinsertion
in the local labor market while increasing returnees’ skills. From June 2016 to October 2018, the vast majority of the project’s
beneficiaries (88 per cent) decided to use the reintegration support in order to set up a small business.

8 per cent of the project’s beneficiaries were migrants who were able to get material and medical assistance upon their return
to their countries of origin. Migrants who preferred to be assisted with temporary accommodation and job placement consisted
the 4 pec cent of those who benefited with in-kind reintegration assistance during the reporting period.

Other types of reintegration assistance in kind including vocational training and education were preferred less by the eligible

returnees.
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The reintegration unit of IOM Greece, with the support of cultural mediators, conducted individual counselling sessions with
the returnees in order to provide them with information regarding the implementation of reintegration plans in their countries
of origin so as to facilitate successful long-term reintegration. During the reporting period, IOM Greece registration unit made
6,916 referrals and 6,218 reintegration counselling interviews to assess eligibility for reintegration assistance while 4,431
reintegration plans approved by IOM Athens.

VOICES OF BENEFICIARIES

“As a 24-year-old archeologist, spending |10 months in Athens
was a dream come true.

| met a lot of people while in Athens and visited all the famous
museums and ancient monuments that this historic city has to
offer. | was attracted to Greek culture and history like a magnet,
| just couldn’t get enough. The most valuable experience |
gained, however, was through a Greek acquaintance who later
became a very close friend of mine.

He taught me how to print postcards and create handmade
souvenirs, frames and diaries showcasing Greek history and
mythology. We were very creative with our work and sold this
memorabilia to tourists.

Once | was confident in my abilities, | decided to take my newly
acquired skills back to my hometown of Thbilisi, Georgia. |
wanted to return home and produce the same material, but
with Georgian traditions. | hope to create a cultural dialogue
between Athens and Tbilisi by selling similar artifacts that tell

“I love my home Country different stories.
and I alm EXtremely | found the voluntary return programme run by |IOM, the UN
excited to Share itS Migration Agency, to be the best solution for returning home.

Thanks to the reintegration assistance provided by the

traditions and history With programme, | will receive all the necessary equipment | need to

” build my workshop. This will allow me to create and sell original,
the World- handmade souvenirs that reflect Georgian tradition and culture.

| love my home country and | am extremely excited to share its
traditions and history with the world.”

Diana

Read more here.


https://iamamigrant.org/stories/greece/diana
https://iamamigrant.org/stories/greece/diana

REINTEGRATION ASSISTANCE PROCESS
Referral to Reintegration Individual Counselling pp
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Reintegration staff in Greece is « Tailor made plans are created for each
informed about candidates from beneficiary.
registration department. ¢ Reintegration counsellors identify and

propose options for the best interest of
each beneficiary upon their return.
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Helps migrants make

informed decisions
Monitoring & Evaluation

Download the app for free and get started!

Itis an important and integral part of reintegration process as it depicts all the efforts - m——
of the beneficiary, the receiving mission and the sending mission. @ App Store
Monitoring requires: -
« phone calls P> Google play
e On site visits

Monitoring measures effectiveness and sustainability.

IOM #MigApp responds to the need to help
migrants make informed decisions throughout
their migration process by providing a platform of
relevant and up to-date information. Read more

The procedure of each reintegration plan is multiphase. It pertains to
several paramount operational procedures in order to accomplish one
completed plan in the country of origin. Tools that have been
constructed for effective follow up of the cases are continually updated
and new tools are also created for the needs of the new AVRR projects.
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e — The project is cdunded 75% by European Funds (Asylutigration and

1 0, 1 EUROPEAN UNION
EURGPEAN AVD OBVELGPIENT Integration Fund) and 25% by National Funds ASYLUM, MIGRATION AND

INTEGRATION FUND (AMIF)
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