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The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in the framework of the HELIOS integration project, 
funded by the Ministry of Migration and Asylum in collaboration with NGOs, organizations and artists, 
celebrated the World Refugee Day by co-organizing the open event #OloiMiaKipseli. The event which 
included activities focusing on the well-being, environmental sustainability and the harmonious coexistence 
within the community, was part of the cultural festival “Refugee Week Greece 2022”.

#OloiMiaKipseli - 
Event on World Refugee Day

Kavala city 
night marathon
People that are currently staying in 
Kavala accommodation facility and 
IOM staff participated in the city’s 
marathon!
IOM operates in the facility with
the support of the European 
Commission - DG Home.



A new chapter for
13 unaccompanied
minors

Khales and his family had been staying at 
the Open Center in the Prefecture of 
Attica for applicants of voluntary re-
turn (OCAVRR) for approximately two 
months until their departure to Iraq, with 
the help of IOM. 
“We feel so grateful we had a place to 
stay until our return,” Khales’ wife Awas 
says. OCAVRR, provides services of vital 
nature to migrants in situation of vulnera-

bility until their departure to their home 
country. Since the beginning of the pro-
ject (September 2019-June 2022) 1,918 
TCNs have been accommodated at the 
center amongst them 1,438  men, 210 
women and 270 children. Meanwhile, the 
7,705  migrants have been assisted to re-
turn to their country since the beginning 
of the project (September 2019-June 
2022). The implementation of assisted 

voluntary returns including reintegration 
measures and operation of Open Center 
in the Prefecture of Attica for applicants 
of voluntary return (AVRR/ OCAVRR) 
is funded 75% by the Asylum, Migration 
and Integration Fund of the European 
Union (AMIF) and 25% by National 
Funds. IOM does not support voluntary 
returns to the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Afghanistan and Ukraine at this stage. 

Voluntary Return 
Scheme continues

During June, 13 unaccompanied minors travelled to Portugal 
through Voluntary relocation scheme. From the beginning of 
the project up until the end of June 4,932 people relocated 
from Greece to European countries through the “Voluntary 
relocation scheme from Greece to other European Coun-
tries”. The action is implemented by IOM with the funding 
of the European Commission & the support of the Greek 
Government, the Ministry of Migration and Asylum, the 
Special Secretary for the protection of UMC and the General 
Secretary of Migration Policy in partnership with European 
Asylum Support Office - EASO, UNHCR and UNICEF.



The International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
and Greece’s Special Secretariat for the Protection 
of unaccompanied minors (SSPUAM) announced 
that 668 unaccompanied children living in insecure 
conditions in Greece have received immediate 
protection and accommodation services to date 
in 2022. The IOM emergency accommodation 
facilities operating under the National Emergency 
Response Mechanism for unaccompanied minors 
are coordinated by the SSPUAM in collaboration 
with UNHCR, Arsis, the Network for Children’s 
Rights and METAdrasi. Among the children placed 
at the emergency accommodation facilities, 247 
were identified as homeless, 128 were detected 
by the Greek authorities and 121 were in reception 
and identification centers (RICs).

IOM has provided
accommodation and 
protection to over 
650 unaccompanied 
children in 2022

The  Municipality of Piraeus, the Migrant 
and Refugee Integration Council, IOM 
and We4All with the presence of the 
Deputy Minister of Ministry of Migration 
& Asylum, Mrs. Sofia Voultepsi and the 

Mayor of Piraeus, Mr. Yiannis Moralis, 
welcomed an environmental initiative 
in Votsalakia Beach. Under “Imeres 
Thalassas” locals, refugees and migrants 
enrolled in HELIOS Project united and 

cleaned the beach, spreading a strong 
message for sustainability and long 
term commitment to the society.
The project is funded by the Ministry
of Migration & Asylum.

Environmental action
on World Environment Day



Ensuring
Emergency 
Preparedness 
& safety of
migrant 
accommodation
IOM in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Migration and Asylum completed 
successfully 33 risk assessments visits 
to RIS facilities all over Greece, aiming 
at emergency preparedness. 
With the support of the European 
Commission - DG Reform.

Third regional workshop 
“Inclusion, creativity and 
human potential” 
IOM missions of Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Greece and Romania 
under Includ – EU project participated in the workshop that took place in Venice 
and explored the intersection between social innovation, entrepreneurship, 
inclusion and community building, discussed models of job placement that focus 
on individual migrants, their talents and desires for fulfilment.
The workshop was organized by the Assembly of European Regions - AER in 
collaboration with the IOM in the context of the Includ-EU project co-financed 
by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund of the European Union.


