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Redresses event - Thessaloniki
HELIOS participated in an awareness raising event for the 
elimination of violence against women which was organized 
in Thessaloniki by Rich Passion company in collaboration with 
DIOTIMA NGO. HELIOS and IOM SMS beneficiaries participated 
in the initiative and joined forces with the local population during 
the photographic event at the Panorama Town Hall aiming at 
communicating the powerful message of the elimination of 
violence against women.

Raising awareness  towards the 
elimination of violence against women

A Focus Group Discussion was conducted in Larissa for the 
elimination of violence against women. Participants from the 
Gender Equality Committee and the Women’s Shelter of the 
Municipality of Larissa city expressed their interest in being 
part of a series of activities focused on the elimination of 
violence against women. HELIOS beneficiaries participated 
also in a discussion on Gender Based Violence at the art gallery 
HLIAXTIDA, organized by the Women’s Shelter of 
the Municipality of Larissa. HELIOS local implementing 
partner, DRC, supported the beneficiaries with interpretation.

In light of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women, an empowerment event took place at Karditsa’s 
city Women Center. Beneficiaries visited the local center and met 
with the specialized in women’s support staff who conducted 
a presentation on the Center’s provisions and services. Also, 
participants had the opportunity to familiarize with the applicable 
legislation on their rights governing cases of violence in Greece, 
while courageously sharing their feelings and experiences.   

Group discussion with HELIOS 
beneficiaries on the elimination of 
violence against women - Karditsa

Focus Group Discussion 
on the elimination of Gender 
Based Violence – Larissa
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Enhancing Employment 
opportunities for 
beneficiaries

The HELIOS Employability component organized two visits to the 
Egnatia Foundry Company in Aspros village, in Kilkis. The company, 
which manufactures metal molds, offered to two beneficiaries from 
Athens who participated in the first visit, the opportunity to meet 
with their prospective employers. After the visit both beneficiaries 
were hired. In the second visit, which was more of an educational 
nature and was organized in cooperation with the IOM SMS project, 
18 refugees and asylum seekers attended, while eight of them applied 
for a job at the company.

HELIOS project participated in a Career Day organized by OAED, 
along with 20 HELIOS beneficiaries, with the aim to enable job 
seekers to directly contact representatives of companies looking for 
suitable workforce. More than 60 companies from Attica with over 
2,000 job openings for different specializations in various industries 
– such as, food, transport-logistics, IT, medical & nursing services, 
telecommunications, security services, technical/ construction, and 
advertising - participated in the event.  

In collaboration with the Federal Employment Agency of Germany, 
HELIOS is piloting throughout December 2021 the MYSKILLS tool, 
aiming at providing possibility of skills verification for 30 different 
professions in multiple languages. In the scope of this pilot, thirty 
beneficiaries of HELIOS have the opportunity to prove their 
knowledge and skills on the professions that they have been occupied 
with in their country of origin, for which however they do not hold 
relevant documentation. The results of the assessment conducted 
through this tool are recognized by employers in Germany as a valid 
proof of vocational knowledge. The career counselors of the HELIOS 
project will assess the results of this exercise and monitor the impact 
of its outcome with potential employers in the Greek labor market.

CareFair Job Fair - Athens

Visits to Egnatia Foundry
Company - Aspros village, Kilkis

Career Day organized by the 
Hellenic Manpower Employment 
Organization (OAED) - Athens

Pilot of Skills Verification 
using Myskills Tool

Promoting 
Integration and 
Sensitization
Group info sessions in various
Integration Learning Centers
(ILCs) across Greece

Group info sessions, which take place on a regular 
basis in all HELIOS ILCs provide beneficiaries with 
information about their rights and obligations as 
Residence Permit holders in Greece. The Integration 
Monitoring team with the support of HELIOS 
interpreters conduct presentations, where they inform 
beneficiaries about relevant administrative procedures 
and formalities (e.g., how to request the issuance of 
an AMKA or AFM number, how to access healthcare 
services, how to book their appointment for their 
vaccination against COVID19, and how to enroll their 
children to school).

Since October, extended information sessions on how 
HELIOS can facilitate the integration of beneficiaries 
of international protection in Greece were held and 
attended by more than 180 adults residing at Kavala, 
Vagiochori, Drama, Malakasa, Ritsona, Eleonas, 
Filippiada, Schisto, and Korinthos LTACs. These 
sessions were held within the framework of the 
HELIOS and SMS’s new joint venture which seeks 
to present HELIOS’s holistic integration approach to 
beneficiaries of international protection in Long-Term 
Accommodation Centers across mainland Greece.

Information Sessions
in Long-Term Accommodation 
Centers

The two-day CareFair job fair for refugees and asylum seekers was 
organized by the HELIOS Employability component. The first day was 
covered by a virtual event in which at least 132 participants attended 
sessions with professionals from various healthcare and general caregiving 
institutions who covered topics such as skills’ development in health, 
care and wellness, employment perspectives in caregiving units and 
employment opportunities for care professionals.  Information was 
also provided on the labor rights and obligations of beneficiaries of 
international protection. On the second day at Serafeio Hall in Athens, 
beneficiaries from IOM projects had the opportunity to meet with 
companies and educative bodies and undergo interviews on the spot for 
the health, care, and wellness industry.



The Working Together Towards Integration HELIOS 
video campaign was launched in all IOM’s social 
media platforms. In the videos, refugees talk about 
their integration journey in Greece and how HELIOS 
contributed towards their overall effort to integrate. 
Also, various integration actors in Athens, Ioannina, 
Trikala and Kilkis share their views on the benefits that 
come with successful integration. In addition, HELIOS 
beneficiary, Samuel, shared his integration story which 
was posted on IOM’s website and social media.

Campaign on 
Integration in
social media

Promoting Integration 
and Sensitization

Tree planting towards a 
greener future in Athens

HELIOS beneficiaries residing in Athens joined forces 
with the local population at the 2nd Panhellenic tree 
planting, that took place in the Olympic Center of 
Galatsi, following the tree planting initiative organized 
by We4All. The aim of this activity was to promote the 
making of a positive impact on the environment, and 
to enjoy a day of socializing, while contributing to the 
mission of planting 1,300 trees in one day.

Following the presentation of Exploring our Cities photo 
exhibition, an open workshop and discussion took 
place in collaboration with the Piraeus Open School 
of Migrants and with the support of the Municipality 
of Piraeus. Accompanied by their teacher, the students 
participated in the discussion and the photographers 
of Piraeus had the opportunity to share their 
experience from the Exploring our Cities photographic 
activity. All participants interacted and shared their 
views on how their daily life is, as residents in the cities 
of Piraeus and Athens. 

Open Workshop and Discussion 
with students from the Piraeus 
Open School of Migrants



Promoting Integration 
and Sensitization

Educational workshop for 
the Refugees’ Education 
Coordinator (REC) and 
Headmasters - Livadia

A workshop was organized with the support of the 
Municipality of Livadia, at the old Town Hall of the city 
addressed to the REC of Livadia and the Headmasters 
of public schools, where migrant and refugee children 
attend. The participants shared good practices 
implemented during the previous school year, in view 
of achieving the integration of the hosted community 
and the sensitization of local population.

Two Focus Group Discussions with HELIOS and 
ESTIA beneficiaries were organized and held at the 
ILC operated by KEDHL in Livadia city. The first one 
concerned Cultural Events, where ESTIA personnel 
provided their support by inviting their beneficiaries to 
participate in the discussion. All participants expressed 
their ideas, and concerns regarding the opportunities 
for local cultural activities. The second covered 
the theme of Access to services, where participants 
discussed issues that they encounter in their every-day 
life and expressed vivid interest in HELIOS’s services.

HELIOS beneficiaries attended informative sessions 
delivered by the relevant local KEMs and learned about 
the services available to them at a municipal level, 
including legal, social, educational, psychological, and 
administrative support. These sessions took place in 
Thessaloniki, Heraklion and Athens with the support 
of MDAT, GCR, Ploigos, and Caritas implementing 
partners respectively.

Focus Group Discussions 
for HELIOS and ESTIA 
beneficiaries - Livadia

Presentation of Migrant Integration 
Center (KEM) services to HELIOS 
beneficiaries - Athens, Thessaloniki, 
and Heraklion (Crete)

Three training sessions on Understanding migration and interacting 
with Third Country Nationals took place in Chania, Trikala, and 
Katerini with the support of the Municipality of Chania , the 
Municipality of Trikala, and  the Municipality of Katerini respectively. 
The trainings were divided in two modules: a) Understanding 
Migration, and b) Developing Intercultural Competence, and 
addressed participants from local municipal and public services. 
The main goal of the trainings was to familiarize the audience with 
the basic concepts related to human rights and migration, while 
introducing them to the aspects of intercultural communication. 
Also, the trainings served as an opportunity to explore ways of 
cooperation with diverse local stakeholders in these three cities.

A participatory assessment training was organized in the city of 
Ioannina, in collaboration with the Municipality of Ioannina, and the 
SEMP of Ioannina, aiming at reinforcing the communication and 
interconnection of the SEMP members with the migrant and refugee 
communities of the city. 

Participatory Assessment on 
Reinforcing the Interconnection of the 
members of the Migrant and Refugee 
Integration Council (SEMP) with 
migrant/refugee communities - Ioannina

Trainings to Municipal and Public 
Services’ personnel - Chania, 
Trikala, and Katerini


