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THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ASSISTED VOLUNTARY RETURNS INCLUNDING REINTEGRATION MEASURES
(AVRR)

| June 201631 March 2019

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) is an indispensable part of a comprehensive approach to migration
management aiming at orderly and humane return and reintegration of migrants who are unable or unwilling to remain in host
countries and wish to return voluntarily to their countries of origin. The decision of returning back home is 100% voluntary and
based on migrant’s request.

IOM Greece plays a crucial role in AVRR’s world map. Since 2010, 46,852 individuals have safely returned back home with the
contribution of IOM Greece. Furthermore IOM Greece has supported 7,849 migrants to successfully complete personalized
reintegration plans in terms of sustainability for themselves and their families. The current AVRR programme commenced its
implementation in June 2016 and will be completed in May 2019.
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From |** June 2016 to 3 1% March 2019, 15,258 third-country nationals originated from 70 countries have been assisted with
returning to their countries of origin, while 17,958 have been registered in the programme. During the reporting period, 4,605
returnees have been benefited with reintegration assistance in kind.
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https://greece.iom.int/en
https://www.facebook.com/IOMGreece/
https://twitter.com/IOMGREECE
https://www.instagram.com/iomgreece/
https://www.youtube.com/user/iomgreece/

In March 2019, 395 returnees (234 men, 82 women and 79 children) returned to their countries of origin. The vast majority
of them were nationals of Iraq, Georgia and Pakistan.
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Migrants in situation of vulnerability from | June 201631 March 2019
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Informed, registered and returned third-country nationals from the islands, from | June 2016-31 March 2019
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AVRR Regional Staff visited OCAVRR

Under the framework of the project, the AVRR Regional Staff
who operates across Greece visited the Open Centre for
migrants registered for assisted voluntary return and
reintegration (OCAVRR), which is established near the center
of Athens, among hospitals, embassies of third countries,
underground and bus stations for the beneficiaries’ best
interest.

Dlvin' s family: Going back to Iraq

“My name is Dlvin Tamr and together with my
husband and our four children, we decided to leave
behind our life in Iraq due to some financial difficulties
we were facing. We arrived on the island of Samos
from Turkey in February 2018. At first, when we
reached Samos, our everyday life was peaceful and
calm. Unfortunately, the population of the
accommodation site started to increase, and our living
conditions were getting more challenging.

We were facing power and water problems on a daily
basis. Furthermore, our kids were getting sick pretty
often and given the fact that we were living in a tent,
it was not always easy to deal with it. During our stay
on the island of Samos we made a lot of friends. At
the same time though, our thoughts were with our
family and relatives back to Iraq. We started thinking
returning home. We were informed about AVRR
project from people who have already returned from
Samos through the assistance of IOM Greece officers.

All details were provided and with their valuable help
we registered for AVRR. It is a matter of time now to
return back home. We sold all my home appliances
before our departure to Europe. So, | would like to
use reintegration assistance to buy some basic home
items, since after our return, we will live in an empty
apartment. Home appliances will facilitate us to
restart our daily life back home. We have mixed
feelings definitely, but our choice to go back and
rebuild our lives there is clear”.
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- The project is co-funded 75% by European Funds (Asylum Migration and Integration EUROPEAN UNION
= mswrorierior [l Fund) and 25% by National Funds ASYLUM, MIGRATION AND

EUROPEAN AND DEVELOPMENT INTEGRATION FUND (AMIF)
PROGRAMS DIVISION

Media Contacts
For media inquiries and other information, please contact the IOM Greece Media Department,
iomathensmedia@iom.int
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