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IOM Greece through the AVRR programme provides reintegration assistance to project beneficiaries who return to their
countries of origin, contributing to Greece’s comprehensive management of migration through facilitating the safe and dignified
return of third-country nationals to their countries of origin.

Reintegration is a fundamental aspect of the return process and contributes to the sustainability of returns for all parties —
migrants, the host countries and origin countries. According to IOM’s definition, reintegration can be defined as the re-inclusion
or re-incorporation of a person into a group or process, for example, of a migrant into the society of his or her country of
origin or habitual residence. Reintegration is thus a process that enables the returnee to participate again in the social, cultural,
economic and political life of his or her country of origin. Beneficiaries of AVRR are informed by specialized personnel and
cultural mediators, in order to follow personalized reintegration plans, based on their needs. AVRR programs are implemented
in cooperation with IOM offices, located in origin countries and benefit the returnees, the local societies and the reception

countries.
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BENEFICIARIES RECEIVED REINTEGRATION ASSISTANCE IN KIND

BENEFICIARIES RECEIVED REINTEGRATION ASSISTANCE IN CASH

in COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN
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https://www.youtube.com/user/iomgreece/

In November 2018, 185 returnees (138 men and 47 women) were benefited from reintegration assistance in kind. The vast
majority of them were nationals of Iraq, Pakistan and Georgia.

From It June 2016 to 30" November 2018, 3,818 beneficiaries originated from 29 different countries have been assisted with
reintegration assistance. Among them, 3,195 have received reintegration assistance in kind and 623 returnees have been
provided with an additional reintegration package that was given in cash, under a 6-month pilot scheme in 2017.
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TYPES OF ASSISTANCE IN KIND
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114

With individual reintegration support, tailored packages have promoted the returnees’ economic self-sufficiency and reinsertion
in the local labor market while increasing returnees’ skills. From June 2016 to November 2018, the vast majority of the project’s
beneficiaries (87%) decided to use the reintegration support in order to set up a small business.

8 % of the project’s beneficiaries were migrants who were able to get material and medical assistance upon their return to their
countries of origin. Migrants who preferred to be assisted with temporary accommodation and job placement consisted the 5
% of those who benefited with in-kind reintegration assistance during the reporting period.

Other types of reintegration assistance in kind including vocational training and education were preferred less by the eligible
returnees.



Reintegration plans approved by IOM Athens

Interviews

Referrals by IOM Greece registration unit

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000

The reintegration unit of IOM Greece, with the support of cultural mediators, conducted individual counselling sessions with
the returnees in order to provide them with information regarding the implementation of reintegration plans in their countries
of origin so as to facilitate successful long-term reintegration. During the reporting period, IOM Greece registration unit made
7,331 referrals and 6,590 reintegration counselling interviews to assess eligibility for reintegration assistance while 4,720
reintegration plans approved by IOM Athens.
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“My name is Tina and | come from Georgia.

| first came to Greece in 2004. My sister-in-law had come to Greece several years ago and she is still living and working legally in
Chania, on the island of Crete. Back to my country, | was working as an economist, but my company went bankrupt and | found
myself unemployed, together with another 2,000 people. | was looking for months to get a job, while my husband who was working

as a professor at a university stopped getting paid, as well. At the same time, we had three sons to raise. The older one, was studying
at the university.



We could not afford paying for his studies. There was no income for the family. Although he was a good student and the university
helped us a lot, he could no longer continue his studies there.

That was the moment when | decided to leave my country and look for a job somewhere else. My husband was against my decision,
but | had no alternative. My children’s future was a priority for me. | sought information related to Greece with the help of my sister
in law and | decided to start this journey hoping for a better future. | travelled as a tourist by bus from Georgia to Athens and from
there by ferry to Chania. Irregular travelling was not my option. The first months were difficult, | felt sick, | went to doctors and they
told me that my health situation was fragile due to psychological reasons. Everyone urged me to go back home, but there was no way
back for me. | could not give up and | did not give up.

All these years | was working as a domestic servant. | was even doing two jobs in parallel. From morning till noon, | was going to a
house helping mainly with the households and after finishing with that, | was working till night in another house. | was earning good
money, enough to live in Greece and to send to my family back in Georgia, as well. | want to thank all the families who have trusted
me; who have offered me work and who have treated me in a so nice way. | will never forget the first family | worked for, which had
an 8-year-old son. When he was learning the Greek alphabet, | was sitting next to him to learn the language, and this is how | learnt
Greek. Soon | started to read stories and fairy tales to him. | did not expect from them to be so nice. | do not know how to thank
them. Greece is now a part of me.

| found out about AVRR from a friend of mine, who returned to Georgia two months ago and she was very pleased with IOM services.
The die had been cast. | wanted to go back to my children; | wanted to meet my grandchildren.

| contacted the AVRR Information Officer who operates in Crete for more information related to the programme and he assisted me
with the procedures | should follow. Consequently, | visited IOM premises in Athens where | was provided with a reintegration
counseling session discussing my options. The same week, after getting my air ticket and the cash assistance, | got informed that upon
my return to my country, | would be benefited with the in-kind reintegration assistance, as well. | returned to Georgia while in less
than a month my small business had been set up.

| am happy and satisfied since all of us have found our way. One of my sons is a lawyer, the other one became an accountant and the
third one an economist. And |...returned to them, running my own small business.”
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g — The project is cdunded 75% by European Funds (Asyluvtigration and
‘uRgrEaN AND oEvELGPIENT Integration Fund) and 25% by National Funds ASYLUM MIGRATION AND

INTEGRATION FUND (AMIF)
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